June 27, 2017

TRUMPCARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to speak about a young man by
the name of Will, who is 34 years old
and tells us a story that, if he was a
Canadian, there would be a good
chance that he could live 17 more
years. He has cystic fibrosis, and I
imagine there are many families with
children who have that, but he is con-
cerned about TrumpCare and the im-
pact.

At age 2, he was diagnosed with cys-
tic fibrosis, a hereditary disease im-
pacting 30,000 Americans. He says:

Imagine being under water and coming up
for air, but instead of breathing, you uncon-
trollably cough that air out. The harder you
try to breathe, the more you cough. At its
worst, this disease feels like a long, drawn-
out panic attack set to the soundtrack of an
endless hacking cough. At 34, statistically, I
have 7 more years left before my lungs cease
to function.

He mentions that if he were in Can-
ada, statistically, he would have 17
more years because of the healthcare,
but he also says this is not an exag-
geration:

The cold data from a recent study by the
U.S. Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, the conclu-
sion is that Canada’s nationalized single-
payer healthcare system that guarantees
health insurance for everyone is the primary
reason why Canadians with my disease will
live longer.

But look what happened to him:

For the past 4 years, however, my disease
has gone into reverse. I have been gradually
getting better. It is an extraordinary sensa-
tion. A new medication called Kalydeco
made by a company in Boston has given me
the promise of extending both the length and
quality of my life. I have been healthy
enough to work abroad as a freelance jour-
nalist.

A year and a half ago, Will got mar-
ried.

My wife and I hope to one day have kids,
but today is a sobering day. The House Re-
publicans replaced the Affordable Care Act,
and if the Senate bill goes through, a plan
that likely won’t allow me to remain on this
drug, then my long-term plans go out the
window. I have a preexisting condition. My
outlook would likely regress back to the one
of short-term survival and carpe diem. That
is a very different future than the one I plan
to have.

That is what TrumpCare represents
to millions of Americans: higher costs;
less coverage; not 22 million now, but
in 2026, 49 million Americans will not
be insured.

How can you? Where is the moral
standing?

It guts protections for preexisting
conditions no matter what kind of
smoke and mirrors the Senate is trying
to tell us. It does not exist.

It has got a crushing age tax. If you
are over 50, more of your income will
be used for your insurance premiums,
up to $12,000 to $15,000.

And it steals from Medicare. It
makes the Medicare trust fund insol-
vent.
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In my own State of Texas, here is a
long chart that talks to each Member,
including my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle, how many people in
their district will lose their health in-
surance.

I would ask the question: Is there any
mercy? Is there anyone that under-
stands?

In my district alone, almost 100,000—
89,000—individuals will be losing their
insurance; almost 20,000 of those will be
children. And it goes on in other Mem-
bers’ districts, talks about children:
7,000, 9,000, 8,000, 15,000, 13,000, 12,000,
10,000, 14,000, 18,000, 16,000 children in
different districts in the State of Texas
will lose their insurance.

And then Will, who would have and
has now, because of the Affordable Care
Act, a decent life, with a preexisting
condition that he described, how would
you like to come from under water and
try to breathe and that breathing is
undermined by the hacking of that
cough?

I hope that this bill is derailed. I
hope that TrumpCare in the House and
the Senate never sees the light of day,
not because I don’t want to work with
my colleagues, but because the chron-
ically ill will suffer and many will die.
The statistics show that in the State of
Texas, Mr. Speaker.

I conclude with this one sentence,
Mr. Speaker. I want to go back to Mr.
CLAY, and I ask the Attorney General
to investigate the shooting of Mr. Cas-
tile, and to do it now.

———

IMMIGRATION AND SANCTUARY
CITIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, as a
Representative of the great State of
Texas, I want to first acknowledge and
preface my remarks with the fact that
most people that are entering these
United States illegally are doing so be-
cause they want a better life for their
families. That said, it doesn’t make it
right. As has been said, and I have said
it before, we are a nation of immi-
grants for sure, all of us, but we are
also a nation of laws.

When the Federal Government abdi-
cates its responsibility to secure our
border and enforce our immigration
laws, we not only fail in our sacred
duty to uphold the Constitution and
the rule of law, but we put American
lives at risk. 121, that is the number of
lives that have been lost from 2010 to
2014, lives that could have been saved if
we had the political courage to enforce
our immigration laws regarding crimi-
nal aliens.

Here is something even more out-
rageous. Of the over 36,000 criminal
aliens released from Immigration and
Customs Enforcement custody over the
course of a year, 1,000 of them were re-
convicted of another crime.

These avoidable, tragic deaths from
violent crimes continue to happen
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across the country, and many of the
criminal aliens who have committed
them have found refuge in our Nation’s
sanctuary cities. These are lawless cit-
ies, let’s be clear, cities whose actions
undermine the basic American tenet
that we are a nation of laws, not of
men.

Fortunately, we have the oppor-
tunity to stop this madness and do the
job the American people expect their
government to do, their first job, and
that is to keep Americans safe.

Passing the No Sanctuary for Crimi-
nals Act would impose significant pen-
alties on States and cities that refuse
to follow Federal immigration laws
and cooperate with authorities. Addi-
tionally, it would allow the Secretary
of Homeland Security to prohibit law-
breaking immigrants in DHS custody
from being transferred to sanctuary
cities.

The No Sanctuary for Criminals Act
only addresses one part of the problem
in this area, a problem that we all
know will require further reform; but,
nonetheless, this is a good, common-
sense law, and it will move our country
in the right direction towards safer,
stronger communities.

In addition to supporting the No
Sanctuary for Criminals Act, I have co-
sponsored the Davis-Oliver Act, and I
urge all my colleagues to do the same.
In addition to holding these cities ac-
countable for harboring criminal
aliens, we need to ensure that our
State and local law enforcement offi-
cials have the authority to actually do
their job, and that is enforce all of our
Nation’s laws.

Together, I believe the No Sanctuary
for Criminals Act and the Davis-Oliver
Act will have a major impact on stop-
ping illegal immigration and deterring
lawlessness at the hands of criminal
aliens who have repeatedly proven that
they will break our laws, harm our
citizens, and disrespect this great Na-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, let’s empower the Presi-
dent and local law enforcement agen-
cies to do their job. Let’s honor the
Constitution and respect the rule of

law. Mr. Speaker, let’s simply put
America first.
———
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BROKEN PROMISES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, as a
candidate, Donald Trump made some
very big promises on healthcare to the
American people. GOP leadership in
both the House and Senate have echoed
those promises. But the Trump-Ryan
healthcare bill and the Senate version
of the GOP bill fail to deliver on those
promises.

Donald Trump promised healthcare
for all of the American people. Even
though the ACA expanded health cov-
erage to more than 20 million Ameri-
cans, Donald Trump said he didn’t



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T14:16:35-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




